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A DICKENS 


MYSTERY. 


Was Edis Drood 
Murdered? | 


— 


None of Dickens’ works has excited so much 
g-ientitic curiosity as the tale that he left halt 
“ The Mystery of Edwin Drood ” was to 
been published im twelve monthly parts. 
of these had already appeared, and three 
rore were all but completed. when the pen 
dropped from the author's fingers. Other hands 
have produced segucls io the unfinished story 
of rather indifferent merit, while several 
eminent writers have essayed to elucidate the 
without throwing their contributions 
form of a tale. 
apart from minor issues, the mystery 
itself into two problems, the first 
e--Was. Edwin Drood really murdered? and 
second—-Who was it perpetrated, or, at 

attempted, the crime? For that some- 
* terrible happened to Drood is rendered 

by the discovery at Cloisterham Weir of 
jewellery that he wore. The theory of 
icide is evidently out of the question. ost 
s on the subject hold that he was not 
murdered, though there was an attempt 
nade upon ins hfe, but that he was rescued, or 
else managed to escape, even to the extent of 
consciousness and walking away by 
his would-be murderer had left 


told 
bave 


rit 
inres 


mystery 
L1nto the 
Now " 


OlVeS 
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cecovering 

himself aft 

him for dead 

| assumed that vhen Drood re- 

uncle Jasper’s on the night of 

rmy Christmas Eve, after ing from 

Neville, he was inveigled up into the Cathedral 

‘ower, where he was either strangled or 

‘own down, Jasper then hiding his ‘body in 

e of the tombs in the Cathedral precincts, 

‘ing it with quick-lime to prevent 

ijentification, but that the silk scarf that was 

thrown over the victim’s head to strangle or 

blindfold him prevented suffocation by the lime 

and so rendered the subsequent escape or rescue 
possible 


THE ENGAGEMENT RING. 


Such a theory seems wild and improbable, the 
most striking evidence against it being that of 
the engagement ring, obviously destined to play 
an important part in the sequel. To Drood's 
decision to say nothing to Jasper about this 
ring, when he and Rosa agreed not to continue 
their engagement; Dickens thus refers:— 
‘There was one chain forged in the moment of 
‘hat emall conclusion riveted to the formations 
f heaven and earth, and gifted with invincible 
foree to hold and drag.” Forster in the Léfe 
ceives the following explanation apparently of 
these words:—‘‘But all discovery of the 
murderer was to be bafiled till towards the 
close, when by means of a gold ring, which had 
resisted the corrosive effects of the lime into 
which he had thrown the body, not only the 
person murdered was to be identified, but the 
locality of the crime and the man who com- 
mitted it.” 

Dickens, however, nowhere refers to Drood as 
heine dead, and careful: readers have noticed 
that he does -not represent any of his 
principal characters as thinking so either, 
with the curious exception of Jasper. 
The latter, after the discovery of Drood’s watch 
aud scarf-pin, takes care to inform the Rev. 
Septimus Crisparkle that he has eworn never to 
relax in seérecy or search until he fastens the 
crime of the murder of his ' dear dead boy” 
upon the murderer to whose destruction he 
devotes himself. 

The last sentence introduces the Minor Canon, 
who is one of the chief personages fh the story. 
Now, John Jasper is so obviously the villain in 
the plot that readers are inclined to overlook 
the fact that Dickens evidently intended to give 
inem a surprise by making the Rev. imus 
(risparkle directly responsible for the dis 
appearance of Edwin Drood. The character of 
‘he Minor Canon is sketched as a finely-<drawn 
type of muscular Christianity; yet Dickens’ 
treatment of it, when examined more closely, 
presents itself in a rather enigmatical manner. 
Be the eeason or weather what it 
may, Mr. Crisparkle takes his morning plunge 
f i Cloisterham weir. When in Éin 
exercise he would restore his circulation after 

turning from the matutinal dip, he displa 8, 
with the gloves on, such science and prowess be- 
fore a looking-glass, as to make his mother ex- 
claim. “JI eay every morning of my life that 

will do at, Sert., and so you will.” “ Do 
what2’? wold come the question, and her reply 

-onld be, “ Break the pier glass or burst a 


blood vessel.” 
JOPE’S GRAMMAR. 


This gentleman scarcely figures to his advan- 
tace in the very first scene in which he is intro- 
duced to the reader in Ohapter Il., where 
Dickens rather curiously makes him correct the 
taulty grammar of Jope, the verger who is 
teiling the Dean that Mr. J r “has 
Look a litile 
next piece of evidence against wears 
» more-serious aspect. he knew full well that 
Neville and Drood were excited by the “ mulled 
wine” given them by Jasper when that fierce 
quarrel at the latter's house broke out between 
them, yet it is Ss who takes the initia- 
tive in. bringing these youths to- 
sether again in order that 
they make “s 
true that the Minor Canon 
petually enjoining — aoe : “ 
guard against a repetition previous scen 
‘hat has given him such a bad reputation 
in the place. But ! of prudence 
ean be of little avail if at their coming meeting 

vou be sober, as 
to admit to his mother 
Never- 


either Landless 


still, Crisparkle’s parting asper on 
he Christmas Eve were: “I will het—or J 


night. When er “-" dressed, rushes 
across the Close th Ramage Ag tay: ned 
nquire after the missing Ed 

Canon has, evidently, not yet come downstairs, 
though it is already broad daylight. We know 
from Chapter VI. that he is an early riser; it 
is, moreover, Christumas Day, and 

are up and about, taking cognisance of the 


at the storm, and 

Neville.” But Edwin had not been to the house 

and Neville had set out early that morning 
tonr. 


‘eo 
.* 


compose himself by 

quires at what hour he left Mr. Jasper’s 
preceding night. “ Was it at 18 o'clock?” 
asks Neville in to Jasper. 
But it is Mr. answers for the 


(chap. Xiv.)e 
A STRANGE QUESTION, 


At all events, Crisparkle's ion is 
strange. ds — he & 
been speaking to Neville previous or 

at Aon prior to the departure, which is 
very mysterious, considering how — he was 
interested in Neville’s con on occasion. 
AL the previous meeting with Edwin at J : 
he had on his return been received at 
ly the Minor Canon himself, “ candJe “4 
whose custom it was “to sit yp last 
early household’’ (chap. vili.). 

. On the way back with Neville, the atti 

of Jasper towards the Canon deserv 

For the choir-master took care to keep 

other side of Neville, and maintained a resolute 
silence, though Mr 


versation, and no ap 
face.” 

When Grewgions visits Jasper a few days after 
Drood's disappearance, comes on the 
ene and thinks it right to let the old lawyer 
know that Neville h previously disclosed to 
him his secret passion for Rosa. J " 
over, on the same occasion 
“that there was no . 

‘ween the two young men 

We all know that their first : 

‘ar from amiable, but all 

deil, when they were 

house.” .Now, if 16 was 

brood had disa 
last statement the 
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LESSED are the peacemakers,’’says the 
Bible, and for the moment we are 
inclined to agree. But one mast be- 
ware of extremes, and to abandon 
m toto the normal opinion that 

blessed are the trouble-makers who keep the 

wheels of progress turning would be, to say the 
least of it, injudicious. Kectius rices—you buan 
the old tag about gilded mediocrity. 1 would 
throw the rest of it off only that I cannot quite 
remember the middle part about hugging the 
inhospitable shore and all that. However, the 

int I wish to make is that, while we are ;ll 
ehghted to see the ship of Free State forging 
on even keel through perfumed and sunlit seas 
of glass, with singing sailor-men sitting on the 
taffrail, and nothing to disturb the harmony of 
the occasion but a fow Republican killer-whales 
turning hungry somersaults in the wake—while. 

I repeat, we all rejoice at this charming, if 

slightly unnatural, tacle, it would be mere 

folly to assume that because Mr. Michael Collins 
is in his heaven all’s well with the yrovisional 
world. 
[ am a wee free yhilosopher, and, as such, 
would perish rather than make trouble for any- 
ly. y stock in trade is “How to he 

(Spiritually) Healthy. Price ls. net.” “he 

excising of cankers from the body politic I leaw 

to rough brutes of editors and aseptic parlia- 
mentarians. Normally I should never dream. of 
telling the Provisional Government, or any other 

Government, how to get on with it. Only ‘ex- 

perience, tempered by Mr. Darrell Figgis, can 

do that, But when I see half a million or so 
of ready splosh—five hundred thousand hard 
round moidores, and then some—going to waste 
when they might be jingling constructively iu 
Mr. Collins’s official jeans, time has come 
for me to speak out, at whatever sacrifice to my 
personal inclinations. The habits of a lifetime 
have taught me that politics are illusion. But 
this is a question of money, dross, kale, oof, 
the long green, the pieces of eight. Money is 
everybody's business, and, as a financier of 
almost Nichevesque acumen, I simply hate to 
see a Chancellor of the Exchequer or a Finance 

Minister overlooking a bunch of coin, except, of 

course, where the personal element enters into 

the matter. I speak as a philosopher, not as 

a party of the second part. 


Postmaster Walsh. 


Let me explain then that my business con- 
cerns the Provisional! Finance Minister only in- 
directly. My actual quarrel is with the Pro- 
visional Postmaster-General. Of this gentle- 
man's experience and attainments I know 
nothing, but I have heard it whispered that he 
is “ making trouble” in the Post Office. If he 
is, then more power to him and long may he 
wave. ‘Horas non numero nisi serenas”’ is 
a good motto for sundials, but it was never in- 
tended to be written over a post office. All 1 
know, then, of the new Postmaster is that he 
seems to be shaping well, and, so long as he 
keeps a clerk or two in the foreign language 
department that can talk AmericoSaxon, he 
and I will never quarrel. On the other hand, 
it is clear that Mr. Walsh has never heard of 
the philatelists. I cannot believe that he would 
consciously ignore his responsibilities to this 
powerful and intellectual section of the com- 
munity—the more so as all that they are pant- 
ing for is an opnoriunity to pour, with a lavish 
improvidence not observable among other mem- 
bers of society, their accumulated savings into 
the Provisional Government’s comparatively un- 
occupied coffers. Wherefore, if a mere foreigner 
and a wee free philosopher at that, may assure 
to pert instruction to a Cabinet Minister, let 
Mr. Walsh extend me his ear and I will tell him 
- one a sm” 

i ist, , is a gentleman (or it ma 
be a lady, though it is only fair to say that the 
frail sex generally prefer to collect something 
more substantial) who collects little bits of 
paper, the little square adhesive labels, with 
teeth round the es, that are attached to 
postal packages as an indication that the price 
of conveying them beforehand to their destina- 
tion has been duly paid. I could say a good 
deal more about atelists than this, expound- 
ing on their domestic virtues, the almost un- 
businesslike generosity with which they part 
with their precious bits of paper to one another 
for trifling sums, their transparent honesty and 
fine sense of what the French nobility used to 
call sauve qui peut. Space forbids me to en- 
large on these matters; but let me ask you on 
no account to assume that a philatelist and a 
collector are one and the same thing. A cob 
po cong Poa xx know, - a horrid fellow who 

coun uying spinets or pink 
Waterford gl a Fan or Bartoloexis or 
pendale what-nots from unsuspecting cot- 
tagers in the West of Ireland or the remote 
hamlets of Berkshire for one-fiftieth of their 
— price. 
aving got the stuff, he hoards it awa 
here nobody can see.it, and generally goes off 
him- 


éé 


ts a —s order to 
nearly all the crimes for which | 


] cun- 
culty) 


| which he hed ger ta among ects, 
e noticed her e 
then murdered her two days after in a fit of 
passic'' on discovering that she had sold it to 
the milkman for half-a-crown. She had spent 
the half-crown on a brown’ and orange cravat 
for her new husband, and it was suggested for 
the defence that the sight of this garment de- 
prived the collector for the time being of the 
use of his reason, and that fmsanity was really 
at the botiom of the crime. The jury, you will 
remember, made light of this suggestion, and 
een “á te fee hanged. But 
eterrent effec e ex i 
a Á ecution has not 


Twenty Million Philatelists. 


A philatelist is not a collector, as he will ever 
take occasion to assure you. He accumulates 
stamps, it is true, by various methods, but only 
in order that he may prosecute the study of 
philately. It it obvious, however, that, given 
Perrine “ho collect these bits of paper with 
pe there will immediately arise any 
number en ME - whom the 
! y its of paper with 
toothed edges is ap > and privilege. 
A good many such persons are in private busi- 
ness, but the manufacture is ped, though 
by no means ( y, to the postal officials 
of self-governi communities, who likewise 
have a mon of first-hand sale. This 
mo is a valuable one. Some countries 
affect to despise the sale of postage stamps for 
philatelic as to merely postal purposes, 
an English clergyman assuring 
abysmal complacency that Eng- 
+ ly ó ró pras alwa Pa roa 
uld only stamps of Britain 
and the British Colonies, use these were 
the only countries that igsued stamps for ] 
and not for speculative pu . 1 believed 
him until I met a collector of some other kind 
of stamp, who told me that the New Zealand 
Government had issued a postage stamp for 
King Edward VII. Land, an earthly paradise 
situated sá latitude 87 &., and inhabitable by 
specinlised than Gladeye uins 

sg Sa uh cm 
country in the world that does not make a 
good thing out of the a rome The only 
people who appear to be backward in the 
matter are the Norwegians, who are apparently 
too rs adam ZE Ra there: we are getting 


on dangerous gr 
It is estimated that there are now twenty 
SIA 


suggests some kind of trance sup to have 
been caused by Jasper’s oa Rae ey rhaps, 
foreshadowed by Dickens in Chap. i, when 
he that in cases of drunkenness or of 
pnimal magnetism “there are two stages of 
consciousness which never clash, but each of 
which pursues its separate course,” as though, 
*“ continuous instead of broken (thus, if I hide 
my: watch when I am drunk, I must be drunk 
again before I remember where).” 

There is evidence, though not so obtruse as 
in Jasper’s case, that Rosa proved an attraction 
to the canon. The first hint is in Chap. VI. 
where he suggests to his mother the giving of 
the dinner party, and among the guests includes 
Rosa, whom he calls “the fairy bride that is 
be.” 

mood, ponderin 
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stamps. 
dred th 
cheque book in hand, to grab a 
Provisional! Government Re 3 Lá 
British e stamps, from one penny 
ten shillings (the one » has been 
suppressed, but the « Provisional \;overnment 
could’ “easily revive it) would. sell! over the 
counter for twenty-three shillings and ten- 
pence per set. Throwing off the te , we 
tind that the Free State is dut of| socket five 
hundred and seventy-five thousand {pounds as 
the result of refusing to pander t paris. wage 
| telist’s harmless mania.. It may be ined that a 
large number of the s may |) used 
postally: before being collected, andj{ theref 
would not ‘be a subject of. additian 
That might be true of, let us say 
regular ee. State issue, the nú nhbers of 
which would be indefinite. But it): obvious 
that the. Provisional Government - ill ue could 
last only a few weeks at the outail e. before 
i replaced by the postal labelg of the 
Free State proper, and no philateliat hy o. 
the name would wait until chance or {he corres- 
pondence of his friends brought tip coveted 
Provisionals his way. — . : | 


Easy Money. 


But, of course, a Postmaster who imew his 
angen could make a deal mibre than 
f a million out of it. ig ecope, if,.is true, 
would. be limi i could 


i 


stead of 15, a process which 

enhance their value from a penny or 
peuny as the case may be, to about ter 

apiece. But he could rub along with!) a few 
inverted “' P.’s”’ or omit the full stop, } To do 
this and make money out of it requireg! a bit 
of experience; for; of course, if the e are 
sold over the counter they only fetch th¢\ usual 
price. The dealers get “the difference. | What 
the, Postmaster—a_ really philatelically-qyinded 
Postmasier—does under: these circumstagtes is 
to print the two thousand errors, and issyP two 
hundred of them over the counter the 
normal price, which, we will assume, to t 
penny. hin ee, the error as a 

truly yed-in-the-wool postage — 

valuable, as such, to an in | 

is the same thing as a philatelist, only {pd 
so) who has the price. The remaining eigh 
hundred errors, which are now worth | ten 
pounds apiece on the stamp market, the Hfost- 
master theoretically burns. Actually, he 
them round by a trusted intermediary in bijtk: 
of ten to al] the leading stamp dealers, whe m : 
tice 


delighted to get them at the wholesale 

of seven pounds ten apiece and ask no qi 
maples 
the 
te 
n 


tions. In this way the ‘Postmaster 
another £16,000, which is duly entered on 
credit side of the ledger as ‘‘ Receipts for 
r.’”” “ i 
w, there is a great deal more of it 
but I think I have eaid enough to s 
at the moment, owing to the philatefic 
eS eee of the master-Geneta 
the Provisional Government is losing mec 
hand over fist. I do not want to’ say more> 
this time, because it might annoy the lot 
philatelists, who are bad people t 
also because I am not the fellow to 


self, ee” — with inti 
us jest, at, 


cary for 


No 
this, 
that 


trade that, sooner or later, they have no alter-: 
native but to require the Ty rar ype of the 
loans with which they so freely and obligingly 
accommodate .us. But & millon wrung from 
the well-lined pockets of the philatelists, whe, 
strangely enough, regard the little squares of 
gumm Ns conn geeks py sai woth EL NS Gin 
as a satisfactory quid pro guo—that is easy 
money, indeed. 


SIR ERNEST SHACKLETON. 
I. 


The level seas march on before, 
The lights are faint and far behind, 
And ail the friends that were so kind— 

“You will not see them any more!” 
Whisper the voices af the wind. 

The wind is humming in the stays; 

It never blew the hills 

Or bent the daffodils 

That die before the summer d 

On happy people's window 


And dead men do pot t to dust 
But dream eternally bolow 
The falling petals of th S 
And hold the shapes of life in trust 
Till Heaven’s awakening trumpets blow. 


I. 


What, vision haunts these wanderers' eyes? 
Did they not walk the fitids of earth 
And see young April's biqssom-birth, 
And love come sin framtthe skies 

To dance upon the hills‘of mirth ? 


Did they not roam the scented lanes 
With one dear heart agaidh their own, 
And all sweet summer's undertone 

To hush the lovers’ whisperal pains, 

The rapture that is theirs :Wone ? 


Did they not watch the days by 
And all the lovely seasons 
And count the years and say, “ Alas! 

It is a piteous thing to die 
And lie so long beneath the gyass, 


“ While other springs, returning}, wake 
New beauty from the silent t tees, 
While o blossoms paint the leas 

And new bird voices in the brak b 

Repeat the old glad symphonkw!” 


III. 


The friendly lights are far asterr) 
The lifting seas are wide and grty. 

No trumpet calls them to the a - 

They will not see the beacons bu 

Or hear the pipes of victory plays 


Yet all the fires of heaven that. break 
In splendour from the Polar sky 
Look down on men who yet may hy 
In lonely graves for honour’s sake, 
Nor ask a better way to die. 


For death inevitably comes, 
Though why it comes we do not kn w. 
The silent idling of the snow, 
The steady beating of the drums 
Alike may summon men to go; 


And each one has the will to face 
The unknown thing with level gaze 
And that in the after days 
There will be left of him a trace 

In word or déed for men to praise. 


TV. 


The long procession of the years 

‘Lifts and returns the ancient dust. 

We take the skein of Jife in trust 

And weave a dream of and fears— 
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The Right Hon. H. G. 
Burgess. . 


» 


=. i 
INE day, just after the war, I was 
, sitting in a Dublin café, musing over 
a cup of coffee, when a ta] man blew 
into. the ‘room. I say’ “blew” 
deliberately, for no other word will 
describe his breezy action. He sat down at a 
table nearimine, pushed his bowler hat right on 
the back cf his head, ordered and gulped a cup 
of tea, and’ was gone almost before I had time 
to realise tlmt he had been there. 
“1 was intrigued by the Sight of a man in & 
hurry in a city which alwayshad attracted me by 
its leisurely behaviour, and asked the waitress 
who Nad served him to tell me his name. “ Mr. 
Burgess,” she ‘said, adding almost in a whisper, 
when she saw that the name conveyed nothing 
to my exiled ear, “ the Coal Controller.” 

First impressions generally stick, and I shall 
always associate Mr. Burgess with that. bolted 
cup of tea. ‘Phe incident was typical of a man 
who is constantly at work, Mr. Bur is, pro- 
bably, one of the most active’ Irishmen alive. 
He never seems to be happy unless he has half 
a dozen important appointments within the next 
twenty minutes, atid a couple of long-distance 
ourneys in the offing. I have seen him dictat- 
ng the material for an article on Irish 
economics, allotting a few thousand tons of coal 
over the télephone, and interviewing a Labour 
deputation almost in the same breath. A few 
moments afterwards he was dashing off in a 
high-power motor car to catch the Kingstown 
mail boat. 


‘AT WORK AND PLAY. 


The Right Honourable Henry Givens Burgess 
is a remarkable person. He is very tall, and 
hears his sixty odd years extremely lightly. 
Athletic in build, he walks with the springing 
step of a man twenty years hig junior, and you 
will see him nearly always with his hands 
thrust deep into his pockets. He affects a 
close cropped ‘military moustache, and Invari- 
ably has a bowler hat on the back of 
his head. A drooping, cigarette, and pines 


‘Pole by) (Lafayette. 

| THE RIGHT HON. H. G. BURGESS. 
‘reinforcing ‘a pair of shrewd and intensely 
orous grey eyes, complete the picture. I 

i “é know how many cigarettes he smokes in 

dy, but I have seldom seen him without 
im his mouth. Like Lord Birkenhead, who 

mokes a dozen cigars every day, lie is a living 
rtaement for the tobacco habit. 

ork is Mr. Burgess’s great passion. 


hat salmon fishing. . He has made a 
ohby of this fascinating pursuit, and can tell 
u the ylopulation of every river in Ireland, 

knows almost as much about salmon as he 


From tbe time when he used to watch 
thi}. daily ‘‘<«upress”’ crawling through his 
naive Tipperary to the present day, when he 
in Euston \Staten, irecting the traffic of 
of the greatest lines in wae world, he has 
pght in term's of locomotives and permanent 


is. not. to-aayy , that he has not 
t about other things. If there is no man 
‘who has a wider knowledge of Irish 
i problems than the Assietant Manager 
of | London and. North-Western Railway 


Company, thgre are few who could teach him 
3 : about Irish economics or the probleme 
Yt 
bet 


o ur. - [n-this latter connection he is 
al sge: sv, leaders of eg Labour 

im as t respect no other represen- 
tatiie of the “ Capitalist” class, and he is 
equéjly popular in the Chamber of Commerce 
and ‘Liberty Hail. 


MAW WHO GETS THINGS DONE . 


Aels result of the general esteem in which 
he i Reid, Mr. Burgess hag come to occupy a 
reme tkable ition m Irish affairs. He is not, 
and never has been, a politician. Yet there 
ls Oi man. whose advice is sought more eagerly 
on matters of State by mentbers of all parties. 
He hfs\échieved this position largely by virtue 
of hi} gticcess ag a business man, but we some 
largely by virtue of his tact and pe I 
charn, Mr. Burgess has a way with him that 
the is frantic malcontent cannot resist. He 
has the kneck of approaching a problem from 
the # me angle as his opponents, and, above all, 
he bif® the power of sympathy. Mr. Burgess 
never \tiggies. If he tells men with whom he 
is ba @ainin 
is po Bp from his conaidered deeision. On 
the «@he? hand, he makes concessions, when 
they ire possible, without ado. Thus his word 
has owe to be trusted implicitly, and no Irish- 
man 1¥)elda a more powerful influence in indus- 
trial «tircles. 

One jof Mr. Burgess’s most striking qualities 
in priwate.iife is his simplicity. He is com- 
pleteh:t devoid of “ side,” and will discuss a sub- 
ject of which he is a master on terms of 
equality with the rawest amateur. It is true 
that Ite has not much use for fools, and that 
he grves short shrift to cranks with bees in 
their ‘bonnets. But an honest man, whatever 
his views, Can always be sure of a sympathetic 
hearing from this talented Irishman. 

As m raconteur he excels. He has a fine fund 
of anecdotes concerning men and matters of 
the tirnes, and could write a most entertaining 
book ‘about the humorous side of Irish affairs 
during ‘the past half century. He will tell you 
the funniest story without a emile, in a dry 
ponte Fashion that is more Scottish than Irish, 

nt twinkle of his eye is a Munster mono- 
poly. 43MW does pot sparkle north of fhe Tweed 
os indeéd, for that matter, north of the Boyne. 


HIS CAREER. 


Mr, JBurgess’® career has been remarkably 
successful. While still a very young man, he 
ent the service of the London and North- 
Wes Railway Company, and has main- 
tained “his connection with it for some forty- 
seven ‘years. For twenty years he was in charge 
of the!’ company’s Irish interests. He was its 


Then back again heneath the crust 


Of the, old earth, whose bosom ho 

The promise of all lovely. things, 

The garland of. a thousand Springs, 

The rote of beauty thatenfolds —. 
The hollows where the brown bird sings. 


But still! the urge of action hides 
In the dark cradle of the womb, 
And om the threshold of the tomb 

The spirt of adventure ri ' 
And calls aloud ‘for elbow-room ; 


And calls on men to break the spel! 
Of circrwmstance that bende the soul 


V3 


These men bave found the better t 

That dowi! the James of ocean ride, 

See to ere oat 
wi 

ay Decoy fortune an” 


Scottish manager for five vears; and now he is 
principal assistant to the General Manager of 
i His activities in Ire- 

i idespread. He has been a director 

yaf the Dublin and South-Eastern Railway Com- 

puny, of which he is at present vice-chairman 

wiiice 1906. He ig a director of the ‘Dundalk, 

ows ,. and Greengre line, and a Commissioner 

of lingford Lough. For more than fifteen 

«he was « yery useful member of the 

Dulin Port and Decks Board. 

pg ‘ing the oy Á hein as Ag bin 
‘ important post o roller o ippin 

and Ó owl supplies for all Ireland, and iis’ Caol 
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that a thing is impossible, there - 


and eonditáons of men in the. 
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ES OF THE AIR | 


E are on te og of. no aeriu! 
. During the next few years 
an rising deve ents © will un-} 
doubtedly take ce im ‘the world 
of aviation. day aeroplanes 
fly to Paris with passengers, ' ' 
The Atlantic has been conquered, an 
a question of time until theve will be re 
flights to New York from thé British 
The most distant parts of the Empire are now 
only a few ‘days’ journey from n by the 
overland routés. Man’s mastery of the air is 
att accomplished fact. 

Tir wonderful possibilities of the aeroplane 
ate already apparent to smugglers and f ves 
from justice. Im fact, the rapid development 
of civil pir’ davigation will certainly prove 4 [ 

tent factor in ‘enabling crimimals to escape. 

n a recent report the Paris Prefect of Police 
stated that ' modern means of travel, especially 
the aeroplane, make it increasingly common and 
easy for the most formidable class of wromg- 
doer to put a frontier between iim 
and the seene of his las misdeed. 
The United States police 
cre anticipating an. aerial i 
and with characteristic American foresight they 
have already organised an aerial police force. 
In New York and other large cities thefe is & 
ees cae of air policemen, who are all 
skilled pilots. These men are provided with 
exceptionally fast aeroplanes. In. Dallas, 
Texas, the flying constables are supplied with 
ewift single seaters, which are guaranteed ‘to 
overtake and bring down air. pirates or air 
smugglers laden with ‘‘ bootleg ’’’ spirits. 


“ BOOTLEGGERS.”’ 


It is quite possible that aeroplanes and per- 
haps seaplanes are being used by enterprisiny 
Americans to smuggle alcoholic liquors into the 
United States. It is now a well-known fact 
that aeroplanes are used in the smuggling 
of spirite frofnm Canada to America. Landings 
are made at pre-arranged. places, where fast 
motor cars are in waiting ready to take the 
‘precious. “dope” to different destinations, 
where it is handed over to the “ bootleggers” 
for sale at prices which amply repay 
the agents who charter the ‘“‘&irpianes” for 
the heavy expenses incurred. As a matter of 
fact, it is only a few months since an aeroplane 
party raided the country house of the manager 
of the power plant on a small island ten miles 
from. Fort Francis, Ontario. These air bandits 
held up the household, and stole one hundred 
and sixty cases of spirits. Most of the booty 
was placed on a motor boat, which was in 
waiting near the scene of the robbery. Several 
cases were also placed on board the acroplane. 
Another amazing aeroplane coup was recently 

from the United States. It appears 
that two men hel@ up a bank, and created 
considerable ‘excitement ty escaping in an 
aeroplane, with booty valued at 000. When 
charged with the robbery they endeavoured to 
prove. an alibi. ,They stated that on the day on 
which the robbery occurred they were both seen 
in a place several hundred miles away. This 
com would haye been successful if the police 
ad not known that they had used an aeroplaue 


in as it escane. 

In England there has been one case in which 
the aeroplane was used by a fugitive from 
justice. It happened two years ago, when 
the mystery mar, John de Lysie, made 
one of the most remarkable escapes 
of modern: times by ftying to France in an 
aeroplane. By this dramatic “ stunt” he out- 
witted all the detectives who were on the look- 
out for him at the London railway stations and 
the Channel ports. 


NO TRACKS. 


Instances such as these prove that the aero- 
plane offers the enterprising criminal a splendid 
opportunity of getting away from the scene of 
his crime. If he can secure a machine there 
is nothing to prevent him from flying ont of 
the country and landing safely on foreign «oil. 
Here he has every chance of successfully hiding 
his tracks. In fact, until the authorities 
devise special regulations the air ado 
will have everything very much in his favour. 
However, there is no immediate danger of an 
aerial crime wave in the British Isles owing 
to the present prohibitive price of aeroplanes 
and their limited numbers. But in a few years 
aeroplanes will probably be as common as motor 
- are at or Therefore, in order 

ready o co with t 
potential evil, the aythoritice should follow 
the example of the United States police 
authorities and establish a special corps of air 
scouts to patrol the skies for evil-doers. It is 
essential that these air policemien shonid be 
trained pilote of great skill and daring. If they 
they could keep a | 
sharp look-out’ for suspicious sineratt attempt- | 
ing, to. enter or to jJeave the country without 
| —Óf -eourse “it would be necessary 
or the Continental officials who are stationed 
at the frontier-aero-stations to co-operate with 
our sleuths in bringing down air fugitives or 
air smugglers. Furthermore, our scouting 
machines must have the right to fly’ across 
foreign territory in pursuit of criminals. 


THE ACTS. 


It is mot generally known that the Govern- 
ment has already taken effective measures to 
exercise complete control over all civil aircraft 
in the United Kingdom. Air Navigation 
Acta, 1911-1919, require all aircraft to re- 
gistered at the Air Ministry. It is further en- 
acted that ''every applicant before obtaining 
a licence as a lot, navigator, or engineer of 
aircraft engaged in public transport, wil) pre- 
sent himself for examination by specially 
qualified men appointed by or acting 
under the authority of the Secretary of State.” 

ial etress is laid upon good family and per- 
sonal history, and it is specifically stated that 
candidates must be free from “any mental. 
moral, or physical defect.” Two classes of cer. 
in “war sre issued for pilots of flying machines. 

“A “— Flying Certificate for private pilots (not 

‘ valid for fying passenger or goods aircraft). 

B ”—Pilot's ing Certificate for flying pas- 
senger or ioc: aireraft. . “á 

In order to obtain these certificates pilots 
must unde _ very severe tests in flying. For 
the “A” Flying Certificate a pilot must fly for 
at least an hour at a minimum altitude of 6,000 
feet above the point of departure. He must also 

orm such “ stunts” as flying without land- 
ing around two poste (or buoys) situated 500 
yards » making a series of five figure-of- 
eight turns at an altitude of not more than 600 


In addition there is 
in ules as 


“DUBLIN TRAMS. 
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Origin of the Name. 


It will, perhaps, surprise a ymany Dublin 
people to-day ta, learn thet, n tramway cars 
were first intreduced into tho streets the pro- 
offered the ‘the chance of winning 

‘by them, prizes 


le vgs ". ‘were gained 
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a beam. Anyhow, have 
language and 


firmly in our 
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to lights and signals, rules of the air, and thé 
ruje¢ governing aerial traffic in the vicimity of 
aeradromes» Phe. teste for the “ B” flying certi- 
ficate are much more difficult. There ts & cross- 
country test of endurance of at least 200 miles 
and & night Might, Candidates must also pest 
a searching technical examination in aerta 
navigation, and on everything in connection 
with the engines and the consirnchion 
planes and s@aplanes. KA te 
As well as being registered at the Air Ministry, 
all machines must possess an official certificate cf 
airworthiness... [n fact, every pree@ution is 
taken to obviate accidents. e Air Regula- 
tions Acts require pilote to give certificates of 
the gencral fitness of the machine before flight. 
‘Moreover, the groubd engineer must sign & daily 
certificate that he has examined the machine 
ond that he considers it “safe in every way 
for flights io«lay when loaded as speciied in 
the certificate of airworthiness.”’ All civil 
aircraft’ must carry the following log books, 
namely, (1) journey log, (2) aircraft log, (ó) 
engine log, and (4) signal log. 
CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


The Customs and Excise authorities also exer- 
cise strict supervmion over the movements of 
civil aircraft. Aéroplanes engaged on the Con- 
tinental air routes are governed by the same 
Customs regulations as ships. As soon as pos- 
sible after landing the pilot must make & 
report to the Customs officer, which is practi- 
cally identical with the report made ns 
master of a ship. He must give the distin- 
guishing number of his aircraft, its nationality, 
the number of the crew and their nationality, 
the number of passengers British and ,alien, 
and the place and country from which arrived. 
As regards’ his cargo, he must state the name 
or names of places where it was laden in order 
of time, the marks and numbers on packages 
of goods stowed. loose, and the ' general 
denomination of each package of tobacco, 
cigars, snuff, or saccharin.” If a landing was 
miade at any place other than the aerodrome 
whete the report is handed in the particulars 
of time, place, causé, and length of stay must 
be stated. 

Under the Air Navigation Regulations, 1919, 
four aerédromes in England are “ Nei ted 
aerodromes for foreign traffic.” ese are 
situated at New Holland, Lincolnshire; Had- 
leigh, Suffolk; Lympne, Kent; and Hofindslow, 
Middlesex. Customs examiúation sheds are pro- 
vided at the four aerodromes. Pilots must bring 
their machines to these sheds for Castoms in- 
spection immediately on arrival) from. a foreign 
aerodrome. The Customs officers on duty then 
carry ott the usual Revenue examination. They 
“rummage ' the machine for smuggled gs 
and they compare the goods carried with the 
entries on the manifest signed by the foreign 
Customs officials. If there are any discrepancies 
the pilot must give a satisfactory explanatiun. 
Inquiriés ate also made as to the health of 
the crew and passengers. Passengers must 
gi@ their names and addresses; in the case of 
aliens, particulars of their business, etc., are 
forwarded to the police at once. 8 imported 
by passengers or the crew are subject to the 
usual quarantine regulations. The passengers 
are also asked to declare whether or not they 
have any dutiable goods in their possession. If 
they attempt to smuggle wines, spirits, to- 
baceo, saccharin, or other dutiable goods, they 
will pay dearly for the offence. 


PENALTIES. 


An aeroplane leaving the United Kingdom for 
a foreign destination must obtain a clearance 
and authority to proceed from the Oustoms 
Officer at. the last appointed aerodrome at which 
it lands before finally departing for foreign. 
Thereafter the aeroplane must not alight at any 
other place in the United Kingdom. fore the 
aeroplane deparis the Customs officer must 
seal the cargo with an official seal. The pilot's 
log book must also be produced for his inepec- 
tion. The penalty for a breach of any of the 
Customs regulations governing civil aireraft is 
“imprisonment for a term not exceeding six 
months, or a fine not exceeding £200, or both 
such imprisonment and fine." 

There is also an international Customs agree- 
ment to the effect that “ aircraft going abroad 
shall depart only from aerodromes specially ap- 
pointed by the Customs of each contracting 
‘Power and named frontier-acro-stations. Air- 
@aft coming from abroad shall land only at 
such stations. . . If, owing to causes beyond 
the pilot's control (the existence of which will 
have to be proved) an aircraft crosses 

frontier at any other point than 
t hose fixed, it shall land at — the 
nearest frontier-aero<tation on its way. 
H this airship is forced io land before 
reaching this aero station it shall inform the 
nearest police or Customs station.” 

It is fairly obvious, however, that when the 
possession of aéroplanes becomes general, these 

i will: not““seriousiy embarrass the 
For instance, 


approved aerodromes. 

eargo of dutiable goods at a place where his 
confederates were in waiting. Hayi dis- 
charged the contraband, the pilot would then 
have the audacity to fly to the Customs aero: 
drome and pass his papers. Everything would, 
of course, be in order, as the report and the 
manifest which he carried from the Continent 
would contain no reference to the goods subse- 
quently loaded. 


SMUGGLERS. 


Now that the duties imposed on tobacco, 
spirits, perfumes, and saccharine are so high, 
expert gangs of smugglers may probably 
endeavour to carry these goods 
large scale fromr the Continent 
country. The numerous goods specified as 
taxable commodities under the Safeguardin 
of Industries Act may also prove a source o 
temptation to air smugglers. There are many 
isolated areas in the Kingdom where easy 
landings could be made safe from the prying 
eyes of Customs or police officers. Indeed, it 1s 
not stretching the imagination too far to 
assert thai the era of the aerial smuggler is 
about to commence. The fect that pilots are 
licensed by the Air Ministry will not vo a 
very effective deterrent. The Masters of British 
ships engaged in foreign trade are also licensed 
by a Government Department, H.M. Board of 
Trade. Yet smuggling is almost as extensively 
carried on as it was in the good old days of the 
Revenue cutters. Perhaps we shall soon have 
Revenue air cutters which will chase and give 
combat to aircraft engaged in the romantic 
adventure of ' running a - 


cargo. 
JOHN McCAFFREY. 


LEAGUE GOLF. 


Scheme that Disesives A 
Trial. 


In looking over the 1910 issue of the “ Irish 
Golfer's Guide,” which has long since ceased 
publication, [| was much interested in the 

inions of many of those who in the “ Who's 

ho” section gave expression to their views 
regarding freak clubs and other matters which 
at the time were exercising the minds of our 
better known players. Two sentences, from the 
pens of two different players, both named 
Walsh, appealed to me. To Mr. E. J. Walsh, 
the then hon. treasurer of the Militown Cl 
was attributed the statement that he “ wo 
like to see competitions considerably restricted, 
as ordinary games and friendly team matches 
are much more enjoyable"; while Mr. C. W. 
Walsh, of the Killiney Club, thought that “a 
system of league matches between clubs, in 
somewhat the same manner as Association foot- 
ball leagues are worked, would be of great 
benefit to golf.” 

Many ‘years I advocated the adoption by 
our senior Dublin cricket clubs of the league 
system, but certain of them when the subject 
was mentioned gave it a good douche of- cold 
water. ue. cricket, in their opinion, was 

ut the leagues came, and they 
' much for cricket in the capital. 
I do not know if the adoption of the league 
+ tah eo of competition was ever suggested to our 

blim golf clubs. If it was, nothing came of 
dg we ubt that 
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VALUE 


HUMOUR. 
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OF 


Humour is the greatest civilizin 


world, the philosopber’s stone that turns the 
dross of human 
sole medium through which sen can exchange 
their opinions without wanting to exchange 
blows at the same time. 
absent tyranny and persecution, suspicion and 
hypocrisy, greed and double dea 
disputed sway. 
of aero- | either righteousness nor courage that over- 


intercourse in 
Whe 


For in the last 


comes these evil forces but the ¢ 
integrating power of humour a 
Whether Irish humour is de 
mains robust, whether it 
quality or existed in the quantit 


ever 


much 


sometimes alleged, that 
merely 


called Irish humour is 
capacity for being unconscious! 
fact remams that humou: 

thing, that there 
and that when political 
ione are aroused and racial a 
come acute if ig an 
there is not enough of it. And 
cumstances the Rathmines Litera 
ing Society. have done well to b 


received and however depressin 
that Irish Humour is not on the 


GAELIC DEFECTS. 


ia never missed when it is absen 


one about this.” Yet humour 


or a taste for Thackeray. 


more valuable 
welfare and happiness of 
is concerned than Irish. 
assured that it is impossible to 
expression to a sense of th 
aelic. This opinion may have | 
but it is certain that the Gaelic 


subject as 


months, have done nothing to 
Language and humour have mu 
one another, how much only t! 
studied the matter realise. 


will make this reasonably plain 
True, all the ingredients of hi 
written of said. Actions speak 
often more appropriate to the 
funny words. But modern man 
of a playboy he may be at hea 


unwilling readily to depart. A 
po ans in St. =. Green 

proceeded to belabour the hall- 
string of Indiarubber sausages, n 
be sure of his laugh, but the lik 
of our leading citizens attempting 
gaiety of nations in this way is 


THE TOPHAT. 


The humour of action, im a 
fined to the stage, with, howe 
remarkable exception. The pliys: 
of our fellowmen are a 
mirth. The impact of a snowba!! 
hat provokes shouts of mrt! 
between the fat 
banana peel never loses its fresh 
pact of the cuspidor or the 
or whatever it may be, against 
one Jeff is the oldest and most 
well as the most popular, form o 
the world knows. 
of amusement is immensely com 
ably the sense of pleasure at i 
oneself has something to co w 


, 


the bizarre or unexpected suff 
superstructure of mirth. 

lo revert to humour as it 1s ¢ 
stood—that is, the humour « 
elements that must be present 
surprise or imitation, must. e | 
ably the one is merely a form 
but the humour of imitation » 
for example, in music, 1s 
than the humour of surprise. 
highly intellectual, as in te 
of. .Calverly . or the _ pros 
Dooley,” or may be nothing 
as in the backchat of music 
or the once popular, but now 
temned pun. The transition 


j. ability to see the ridiculous to | 


tter of degree. 


create it is a mere ma 


, 
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called a humorrst 1s the resu 


INHERENT OUALITY. 


A nation of humorists wo I 
fearful thing, but a nation w' 
humour is not merely highly des 
no means an impossibility 
humour is, aa I have already 
that can be cultivated. Probab 
more correct to say that 1! 
normal healthy being, but w: 
flower only under the right conc 


á! 
s aha 


detachment is 
not see the 

tophat incident 
that is victimised, 
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